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Airship takes flight


By Dale Liesch
Published: Friday, October 17, 2008 12:05 AM CDT
What may have looked like a UFO to drivers on United States Highway 280 in Coosa County, Thursday morning was actually progress for one area business.

Pseudo Satellite LLC, a subsidiary of E-Green Technologies and the 21st Century Airship team was finally to test the prototype of a 125-foot bullet airship.

The airship flight, which tested maneuverability, was a huge success according to E-Green chief executive officer Mike Lawson.

“We had a great day,” Lawson said. “Everything is starting to come together.”
[image: EGreen Airship Technologies]

With the test flight, Lawson said the company was in a final design review and would be able to start production on airships in less than 30 days.

“We will be at max capability in November,” Lawson said. “We’re going to be a growing business here.”

Lawson said it was the local talent in the textiles industry that brought his company to the area, as much of the production would involve stitching together of material.

“To have that kind of talent here is one of the main reasons we came,’ Lawson said. “It made for a happy marriage.”

As part of the test, the ship demonstrated vertical take-off capabilities in addition to demonstrating maneuverability while in the air by doing figure eights and spinning on its axis.

“This airship must have high maneuverability and it does,” Lawson said. “You look at this thing when it’s spinning and its pretty cool.” 

In addition to passing the maneuverability test the ship was also operated on biomass algae fuel.

“The engines flew perfectly on the fuel,” Lawson said. “Not only did the airship do what it was supposed to do but we used biomass also so that was a homerun.”

The company is not only looking to design the prototype 125-foot size airship but also is looking at a final sizing of 225-feet for the bullet shape which is the mid-altitude airship which could be used for anything from communications to military operations. E-Green will also produce spherical airships for low and higher altitudes to be used for anything from surveillance to advertising.

Lawson said the goal is to produce 12-14 airships within the first year from the Kellyton plant.

“That’s pretty good business for the first year,” Lawson said.    
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